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FI RST REPORT 


FROM THE 


Committee of Secrecy. 


The COMMITTEE to whom the ſeveral 
Papers referred to in His Majeſty's Meſ- 
ſage of the 12th of May 1794, and which 
were preſented (ſealed up) to the Houſe, 
by Mr. Secretary Dundas, upon the 12th 

« and 13th Days of the ſaid Month, by His 
8 Majeſty's Command, were referred; and 
who were directed to examine the Mat- 
ters thereof, and report the ſame, as they 
ſhould appear to them, to the Houle 
have proceeded, in Obedience to the 
35 Orders of the Houſe, to the Conſidera- 
tion of the Matters referred to them. 


HEY find, on the firſt inſpection, that the books 

and papers which they are directed to examine 

contain a full and authentic account of certain pro- 

ceedings of two Societies, calling themſelves The 
Society for Conſtitutional Information, and the Lon- 

don Correſponding Society, who appear to be cloſely 

connected with other Societies in many parts of Great 
1 2 Britain, | 
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3 [4-27 . 
Britain, and in Ireland; and the Committee alſo ob- 
ſerve, from recent circumfianices, which have al- 
ready come under their obſervation, that theſe pro- 
ceedings appear to become every day more and more 
likely ro affect the internal peace and ſecurity of theſe 


kingdoms, and to require, in the moſt urgent man- 


ner, the immediate and vigilant a attention of Parlia- 
ment, 


The Committee have, therefore, thought it their 
indiſpenſable duty, in the firſt inſtance, to ſubmit to 
the Houle the general view which they have been 
enabled to form of theſe tranſactions, reſerving a 
more particular ſtatement for a ſubſequent Report. 


In the book containing the Proceedings of the So- 

ciety for Conſtitutional Information, which was "ound 
In the cuſtody of the perſon acting as ſecretary to th 
Society, there are regular entries of what paſſed on 
each day of meeting, from the end of the year 17 91 
to the gth of * in the preſent year. 


"Bed theſe it appears, that during almoſt the whole 
of that period, and with hardly any conſiderable in- 
terval, except during part of the ſummer in 1792 
and 1793, this Society has, by a ſeries of reſolutions, 
publications, and correſpondence, been uniformly 
and ſyſtematically purſuing a ſettled deſign, which 
appears to your Committee to tend to the ſubverſion 
of the eſtabliſhed Conſtitution, and which has of late 


been more openly avowed, and nen to be car- 
ried into full execution. 


The principles on which this FEY is founded are 
ſtrongly and unequivocally proved, from reſolutions 
formed as early as the 18th of May 1792, in which 


the Society applaud the intention of publiſhing a 
„ cheap 


4 1 


cheap edition of the Firſt and Second Parts of The 
Rights of Man; and reſolve, “ That a copy of Mr. 
„ Paine's Letter (informing them of this intention) 
© together with theſe Relolurions, be tranſmitted to 
e all the Aſſociated Societies in town and country 
ce and that this Society do congratulate them on the 
* firm as well as orderly ſpirit and tranquil perſe- 
c verance manifeſted in all their proceedings, and 
« exhort them to a ſteady continuance therein :” 
And alſo, * That 3000 copies of the Letter and 
% Reſolution ſhould be printed for the uſe of the 
c Society.” This ſingle circumſtance would, in 


the judgment of your Committee, leave little doube 
of the real nature of the deſigns entertained by this 


Society: Their conduct in other reſpects has cor- 
reſponded with it. 


On the 11th of May in the fame year they vote 
an Addreſs, in terms of approbation and e to 
the Society of Jacobins at Paris. 


They adopt a ſimilar meaſure, ances circumſtances 
| ſtill more ſtriking, by ſending, on the 9th of No- 


vember following; an Addreſs to the National Con- 


vention of France, full of panegyric on the French 
Revolution, and expreſling the ſtrongeſt wiſhes for 
its progreſs and ſucceſs. This Addreſs was actually 
preſented at the Bar of the Convention by two per- 
ſons, of the name of Barlow and Froſt; and the 


anſwer of the Preſident was read at the Meeting of | 


the Society on the 7th of December 1792. 


On the 14th of the ſame month a letter is received 


from perſons calling themſelves the Friends of Li. 


berty and Equality, at Laon, capital of the Depart- 
ment de L'Aiſne; and referred by the Society to 
their Committee of Correſpondence. 


it 


a. 
On the 21ſt of the ſame month, certain Members 


are expreſsly appointed a Committee for * 
Correſpondence. 


The proceedings of this ine are ordered to 
be entered in a ſeparate book; and a letter received 
that day from the Friends of Liberty and Equality at 
Macon is referred to that Committee. 


On the 25th of January and on the 1ſt of Febru- 
ary 1793 (at the eve of the commencement of the 
war, and after the repeated repreſentations which had 
been made on the part of the Britiſh Government, 
complaining of the conduct of France) the citizens 
Barrere and Roland (then leading Members of the 
French Convention) are admitted Aſſociated Hono- 
rary Members of the'Society; and the ſpeeches of 
Barrere and St. Andre (alſo ' an Honorary Member 
of the Society) as given in the Moniteur of the 4th, 
6th, and 7th of January, are directed 1 to be inſerted 
in the books of the Society. 


Subſequent to the Declaration of War, which in- 
terrupted this ſyſtem of direct correſpondence and 
concert with France, and down to the preſent time, 
the Society have continued, on various occaſions, to 
manifeſt their attachment to the cauſe of the French 
Revolution; and have affected to follow, in their 
proceedings and in their language, the forms and 
even the . which are adopted in that country. 

The next leading circumſtance which has engaged 
the attention of your Committee, 1s the unremitting 
activity and diligence with which this Soetety have 
attempted to Gifſeminate their principles, both by 
publications and reſolutions induitriouſly and exten- 
. vely circulated, and by endeavouring to eſtabliſh a 
5 . general 


| eo #- 


neral correſpondence and concert among the other 
ſeditious Societies in the metropolis, and in dif- 
ferent parts of England and Scotland, as well as 
in Ireland. With many of theſe this Society appears 
itſelf to have carried on an immediate correſpond- 
ence, particularly with thoſe. at Sheffield, Norwich, 
and Mancheſter, who have, on all Gene =: "2k 
the moſt forward and active part in theſe tranſactions. 
In their correſpondence with Norwich in particular, 75 
as early as the 12th of April 1793, there is a paſſage 
which ſo clearly marks the real object which (what- 
ever may have been their pretexts) they appear uni- 
formly to have had in view, that your Committee 
Think it right here to inſert it. 


« 'Extra of a Letter from the Secretary to 
the Society for (Conſtitutional Informa- 
1 F ation, to the Secretary to the United Po- 
N c 5 litical Societies at Norwich; dated 16th ; 
| April 1793. g 


< Where then are we to look for the dy: ? 
© To that Parliament of which we complain? To 

Ai the Executive Power, which is implicitly obeyed, 

„ if not anticipated in that Parliament? Or to 
e ourſelves, repreſented in ſome Meeting of Dele- 
gates for the eſpecial purpoſe of Reform, which 3 
“ we ſuppoſe you underitand by the term CON- "18 
«© VENZION.... "3 

<« It is the end of each of theſe propoſitions that | 
„ we ought to look to; and as ſucceſs in a good 
«© cauſe muſt be the effect of perſeverance and the 1 
< riſing reaſon of the time, let us determine with + a 

c coolneſs, but let us perſevere with decifion-— "1 

As to a Convention, we regard it as a plan the | 

* moſt deſirable and moſt practicable, ſo ſoon as > 

2 the great body of the people ſhall be courageous | | 
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and virtuous a to Selig: us in the Attempe. 


Hitherto we have no reaſon to believe that the 
moment is arrived for that purpoſe. As to any 
Petition to the Crown, we believe it hopeleſs in 


its conſequences. With reſpect to the laſt of 


the propoſals, we are at a loſs to adviſe.— If the 


event is looked to in the vote which may be ob- 


tained from that body to whom this petition is 


to be addreſſed, which of us can look to it with- 
out the proſpect of an abſolute negative? In this 
point of view, therefore, it cannot require a mo- 
ment's conſideration. But if we regard the p. 
licy of ſuch a petition, it may, in our apprehen- 
hon, be well worth conſidering as a warning 
voice to our preſent Legiſlators, and as a fignal 
for imitation to the majority of the people. 
Should ſuch a plan be vigorouſly and generally 
purſued, it would hold out a certainty to our 
fellow-countrymen that we are not a handful of 


individuals unworthy of attention or conſidera- 


tion, who defire the reſtoration of the antient li- 
berties of England but, on the contrary, it 
might bring into light that hoſt of well-mean- 
ing men, who, in the different towns and coun- 


ties of this!realm, are ſilently, but ſeriouſly, anx- 
ious for Reformation in the Government. 


« We exhort you with anxiety to purſue your 


laudable endeavours for the common good, Lud 


never to Aena of che Pulls cauſe,” 


& 


But of all the Societies with en they corre- 
6 0 the two of the greateſt importance are, The 


London Correſponding Society (which has been al- 


ready referred to, and with whom during this whole 
riod the correſpondence appears to have been con- 


tinually kept up), and the Aſſembly which called it- 
ſelf The Briäſh ä at ä The firſt 


of 
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of theſe it will be neceſſary for * Gomnmpltces to ad- | Wo 
vert to particularly. The proceedings of the ſeconßd ; | 
are already ſufficiently notorious. It is therefore only . 
neceſſary here to add, that on the meeting of the Con In 
ſtitutional Society, on the 25th of October laſt, after 0 
their adjournment for the ſummer, a lefter was read _ 
from the Secretary of the Convention of the Friends 
of the People at Edinburgh, to the Secretary of the 
Correſponding Society—in conſequence of which it 
was reſolved, that there ſhould be an extraordinary 

general meeting, to conſider of ſending Delegates to 

a Convention of Delegates of the different Societies in 

Great Britain, to be held at Edinburgh, for the pur- 

: poſe of obtaining a Parliamentary Reform. 


On the Monday following, the 28th of Oftober, 
this meeting took place. Two Delegates were choſen, 
and the following inſtructions given them : 

Ae Delegates are inſtructed, on the part of 
this Society, to aſſiſt in bringing forward and 
ſupporting any Conſtitutional meaſures for pro- 
„ curing a real Repreſentation of the Commons 
„of Great Britain in Parliament. hat in ſpeci- 
« fying the redreſs to be demanded of exiſting 

_ 4 abuſes, the Delegates ought never to loſe fight F 
of the two eſſential principles—General Sut- 
„ frage and Annual Repreſentation, together with 

* the unalienable right in the People to reform. 

* And that a reaſonable and known compenſation 

© ought ro be made to the Repreſentatives of the 

Nation by a national contribution. 

That the Delegates do punctually correſpond | 
with the Society, for the purpoſe of communi- 
„ cating information, and of receiving ſuch fur- 
5 ef infrucuons:; as the apa may require.” 


1 — a 
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6 And it was further reſolved, 


* That the Society be deſired to write to the 
different Socicties with which this Society is in 
correſpondence, informing them that the Lon- 
don Correſponding Society, together with this 
Society, have elected Delegates to the Con- 
vention of Delegates to meet at Edinburgh 
on the 29th inſtant; and to requeſt their con- 
currence in this important meaſure.” 


The Delegate appears, according to his. inſtruc- 
tions, to have correſponded with the Secretary of 
the Society; but no reſolutions are entered on the 
ſubject, till the 17th of January, ſubſequent to the 
apprehenſion and trial. of ſeveral of the Members 
of the Convention at Edinburgh. On that day 
the Society paſſed the following Reſolutions : 


e Reſolved, That law ceaſes to be an object of 
obedience whenever! it becomes an ne 
e of oppreſſion. : 
« Reſolved, That we call to nd, with the 
deepeſt ſatisfaction, the merited fate of the 
infamous Jefferies, once Lord Chief Juſtice of 
England, who, at the era of the glorious Re- 
volution, for the many iniquitous ſentences 
which he had paſſed, was torn to pieces by a 
brave and injured people. | 
© Reſolved, That thoſe who imitate his example 
deſcrve his fate, 
«© Reſolved, That the Tweed, though it may 
divide countries, ought not ang dots not make 
a ſeparation between thoſe principles of come 
mon ſeverity in which Engliſhmen and Scotch- 
men are equally intereſted ; that injuſtice in 
Scotland is injuſtice in England; and that the 
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ti ſafety of Engliſhmen is endangered whenever 
«© their brethren in Scotland; for a conduct 
« which entitles them to the approbation of all 
© wiſe, and the ſupport of all brave men, are 
« ſentenced to Botany Bay; a puniſhment hi- 
te therto inflicted only on felons. | | 

„e Reſolved, That we ſee with regret, but we 
ee ſee without fear, that the perio is faſt ap- 
tc proaching when the liberties of Britons muſt 
e depend not upon reaſon, to which they have 
« long appealed, nor on their powers of expreſſ- 
e ing it, but on their firm and undaunted reſo- 
« lution to oppoſe tyranny by the ſame means by 
© which it is exerciſed. | 

© Reſolved, That we approve of the conduct 
te of the Britiſh Convention, who though aſſailed 
ce by force have not been anſwered by argu- 
« ments; and who, unlike the Members of a'cer- 
ec tain Aſſembly, have no intereſt diſtinct from the 
* common body of the people. 

„ Reſolved, That a copy of the a Reſo- 
: jutions be tranſmitted to Citizen Skirving, Se- 
ce cretary to the Britiſh Convention, Who is now 


« jmpriſoned under colour of law in the Tolbooth 
e Edinburgh.“ 


Subſequent to this Neri the bene of the So- 
ciety are full of repeated declarations of approba- 
tion and attachment, addreſſed to Muir, Palmer, 
Skirving, Margarot, and Gerald, the perſons te- 
cently convicted of ſedition by the Court of Juſ- 
ticiary in Scotland; and of the moſt violent and 
inflammatory attacks on the proceedings of that 
Court. 

Your Committee have thus far traced ſeparately 5 
ſome of the leading proceedings of this Society, as 9 
appearing from the entries in their own books, Be- 1 
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| | fore they take notice of thoſe of a more recent dite, 
TY and which are in the preſent moment of more im- 
| mediate importance, it becomes neceſſary to give an 

account of the other Society, called The London 
Correſponding Society, becauſe the meaſures which 
| have been adopted during the laſt ſix weeks appear 
ro have been the reſult of a more particular and in- 

| timate concert between the two Societies. 


0 | "> appears from the evidence before your Com- 
. | mittee, that the London Correſponding Society 
| meets occalionally in a body, but that its ordinary 
meetings are in ſeparate diviſions in different parts 
of the town ; that the number of theſe diviſions has 
been gradually increaſing ; and that there are now 
about thirty of them eſtabliſhed. That there is a 
Secretarv to each diviſion, another to the whole 
body, and a General Committee formed from ' one 
member of each divibon. That when the Society 
originally met (which is ſtated to have been in 1792) 
it conſiſted of about two hundred perſons, but that 
in about {ix months it had confiderably increaſed, 
and it was agreed that it ſhould divide itſelf into 
ten different divifons; that afterwards it was the | 
plan, that when the numbers of any diviſion -' 
amounted to more than thirty, they ſhould di- 
vide themſelves again. That this has not been 
ſtriftly adhered to; but nevertheleſs, in ſome in— 
ſtances, leveral ſeparate diviſions have been formed 
out of one. One of theſe diviſions is ſaid now to 
dconſiſt of fix hundred perſons, and the number of 
the others to be va ious. 


It farther appears, that this Society has VERT in 
the habit of correſponding with the Societies in the 

country, particularly at Sheffield, Mancheſter, Briſ- 
tol, Coventry, Nottingham, Derby, Leiceſter, 

: 5 %% „ 
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Meraidh, Birmingham, Leeds, Newcaſtle upon 
Fyne, Royſton, York, Hereford, nn ud 
| different. Societies in Scotland. 


This Society appears likewiſe, in 5 courſe of 
the year 1792, to have preſented an Addreſs ro the 
French Convention, of a nature ſimilar to that from 
the Society for Conſtitutional Information, and to 
have communicated it to this latter Society, in whole 
book it is entered. 


The Committee are not enabled to lay before the 
Houſe a connected ſtatement of the proceedings of 
the Correſponding Society, from the time of its 
inſtitution, as the Committee are not in poſſeſſion 
of any regular journal of them. Bur they think it 
right here to inſert a printed paper, which was found 
in the cuſtody of the Secretary of the Society, and 
contains an Addreſs ſtated to have been agreed 
upon at a General Meeting of this Society, on ehe 
20th of January laſt. | 


* 


[The following i is a copy of the ſaid printed. Paper. 


ce Ata hand Meeting of the L Hor 
cc reſponding Society, held, at the Globe 
« Tavern, Strand, on Monday the 20th 


day of January, 17943 Citizen John 
« Martin in the Chair. The following 


«© Addreſs to the People of Great Britain 
« and Ireland was read and agreed to. 


«CITIZENS: 
« We find the nation involved in a war, by 
Which, inthe courfe of ONE campaign, im- 
e menſe numbers of our countrymen have been 
35 Navghtered ; a vaſt expence has been incurred, 
| % our 
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our trade, commerce, and manufactories, ate 
almoſt deſtroyed, and many of our manufac- 
turers and artiſts are ruined, and their families 
ſtarving. 

« To add to our affliction, we * ran to 
expe, that other taxes will ſoon be added to the 
intolerable load of impoſts and impolitions with 
which we are already overwhelmed; for the 
purpoſe of defraying the expences Which have 
been incurred, in a fruitleis cruſade, to re- 
eſtabliſh the odious deſpotiſm of France. 


„ When we contemplate the principles of this 


war, we confeſs ourſelves to be unable to ap- 
prove of it, as a meaſure, eicher of juſtice or 
diſcretion - and if we are to form our calcula- 
tion of the reſult, from what has already paſſed, 
we can only look forward to defeat and the eter- 
nal diſgrace of the Britiſh name. 


„While we are thus engaged in an expenſive | 


and ruinous foreign war, our ſtate at home is 
not leſs deplorable. 


We are every day told, by thoſe perſons who 
are intereſted in ſupporting the corruption hiſt, 


and an innumerable hoſt oi ſinecure placemen, 
that the Conſtitution of England is the perfec- 
tion of human wiſdom; that our laws (we 


ſhould rather ſay, Taz Jaws) are the perfec- 


tion of juſtice ; and that heir adminiſtration of 
thoſe laws is ſo impartial and ſo ready, as to af- 
ford an equal remedy, both to the rich and to 


the poor; by means of which, we are ſaid to be 


placed in a ſtate of abſolute freedom, and that 
our rights and hberties are ſo well ſecured to us 
as to render all invaſion of them impoſſible, 

«© When we aſk, how we enjoy theſe tran— 
ſcendant privileges? we are referred ro MAG- - 
NA l and the BILL of RIGHTS; cn 
cs an 


I 


u and the a REVOLUTION, in the year 
. 1688, is held out to us as the buiwark of Britiſh 
6 liberty. 


c CITIZ ENS: 


« We have referred to Magna Charta, to the 
& Bill of Rights, and to the Revolution, and we 
c certainly do find that our anceſtors did eſtabliſh 
„„ wiſe and wholeſome laws: But we as certainly 
© find, that, of the venerable Conſtitution of our 
dc anceſtors, hardly a veſtige remains. 
3 only chapters of the Great Charter, which 
e are now in legal exiſtence, are the 14th and 
, #4. ag... 

The important proviſion of the 14th chapter 
«© runs thus: | 


« A freeman ſhall not be amerced for a ſmall 
_ fault, but after the manner of the fault; and for 
a great fault after the greatneſs thereof: ſaving 
<« co Him his contenement ; and a merch like- 
« wiſe, ſaving to him his merchandize; and any 
„ qther's villain than ours ſhall be likewiſe amerced, 
« ſaying to him hiswainage; and none of the ſaid 
te amerciaments ſhall be aſſeſſed, but by the oath 
« of honeſt and lawful men of the vicinage.“ 


— 


gut by the uſurped power of the judges, in 
© aſſeſſing fines (and what fines!!) in the caſes of 
« miſdemeanour ; this glorious right of the ſub. 
« ject, of having theſe fines aſſeſſed by the jury 
(the only poſſible protection from ſlavery and 
* the vileſt oppreſſion), is unjuſtly and infamouſly 
* raviſhed from us. 


« The proviſion of the 29th chapter runs thus: 


ec No freeman ſhall be taken or impriſoned, or be 
diſſeiſed of his frechold, or liberties, or iree 
= " cuſtoms, 


* 
* 


CU . or be outlawed, or exiled, or any . 
wiſe deſtroyed, nor we will not paſs upon him, 
nor condeinn him, but by the lawful Judgment 
of his peers, or by the law of the land. We 


will ſel] to no man, we will not deny, or defer - 
to any man, er juſtice or right.“ 


cc The various meine now in bin prac- 


tice by which the benefits of this proviſion are 


totally defeared and deſtroyed, might induce us 


to ſuppoſe, that the GREAT CHARTER has 
been repealed; if we did not aſſuredly know, 
that it is the fundamental baſis of our Colfti- 
tution ; Which even the REAL repreſentatives 
of the people (much leſs the miſerable nomi— 
nees of HELSI ONE and OLD SARUM) 
have not the right, nor (as we truſt it will be 
found by experience) the POWER to repeal. 
Yet what do we find in practice? Unconltitu- 
tional and illegal INFORMATIONS EX 
OFFICIO, that is, the arbitrary will of the 


King's Attorney General, uſurping the office of 


the  ACCUSING Jury; and the intereſted 
oath of a vile common informer, with the 


judgment of as vile a common trading or pen- 


ſioned juſtice, ſubſtituted in the room of our 


birch-right, an impartial trial by our country. 


Add to this, that the exorbitant expence of 
judicial proceedings, the novel practice of arbi- 
trarily and repeatedly. annu ling the verdicts of 
Juries, and the dilatory practice of the Courts, 
molt openly and ſhamefuily contradict the 
clauſe which forbids the denial, the delay, and 


the ſale of juſtice, 


“ A man accuſed of FiLony (for which, by the 


common law of England, his life and goods are 


ſorſeited) w be bailed on finding two 2 2 5 
e er 
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for forty pounds each; but upon a charge of 
MISDEMEANOUR by words only, bail to the 
amount of ONE THOUSAND POUNDS has 


been demanded, 
« Upon conviction alſo, for ſuch miſdemean- 


our, enormous fines, long and cruel impriſon- 
ments unknown to our ancient laws, and un- 


ſanctioned by any new ftatutes, have of late 
(and but of late) been too frequently and too 
oppreſlively inflicted. And all this, although 
by this Bill of Rights it is declared, that “ ex- 
ceſſive bail ſhall not be demanded, nor cruel 
and unuſual puniſhments inflicted.” 

© If we look to IRELAND, we find that ac- 
knowledged privilege of the people, to meet 


for the ſupport and protection of their rights 


and liberties, is attempted, by terror, to be 
taken away by a late infamous Act of Parlia- 


ment: Whilſt titles of honour—No, but of 


diſhonour—are laviſhed; and new ſources of 
corruption opened, to gratify the greedy pro- 


ſtitution of thoſe, who are the inſtruments of 


this oppreſſioon. 
« In SCOTLAND, the wicked hand of power 
has been impudently exerted, without even 


the wretched formality of an Act of Parliament. 


Magiſtrates have forcibly intruded into the 


peaceful and lawful meetings of Freemen; and, 
50 force, (not only without law, but againſt 
law) have, under colour of magiſterial office, 


interrupted their Geivefalions, and prevented 
their aſſociation. 
© The wiſdom and good condu& of the BRI- 


TISH CONVENTION at Edinburgh, has 


been ſuch, as to defy their bittereſt enemies to 


name the law which they have broken; not- 


883 which, cheir papers have been 
D Wes 


— 


LS. I 
ſeized, and made uſe of as evidence againſt 
them, and many virtuous and meritorious in- 
dividuals have been, as Eruelly as unjuſtly, for 
their virtuous actions, 9 and deſtroyed 
by infamous and illegal ſentences of tranſ- 
portation. And theſe unjuſt and wicked judg-. 
ments have been executed with a rancour and 
malignity, never before known in this land; our 
reſpeQable and beloved fellow-citizens have 
been caſt FETTERED into dungeons amongſt 
felons in the bulks, t to which * were not 
ſentenced. 3 5 


cc CITIZENS: 


* We all approve the ſenti- 
ments, and are daily repeating the words, for 
which theſe our reſpectable and valuable bre- 
thren are thus unjuſtly and inhumanly ſuffering, 
We too aſſociate in order to obtain a fair, free, 
and full repreſentation of the people in a houſe 
of real national repreſentatives. Are we alſo 
« willing to be treated as FeLons, for claiming 
© this our inherent right, which we are deter- 
mined never to forego but with our lives, and 
which none but thieves and traitors can wiſh 
to withhold from us? Conſider, it is one and 
the ſame corrupt and corrupting influence 
which at this time domineers in Ireland, Scot- 
land, and England. Can you believe that thoſe 
who ſend virtuous Iriſhmen, and Scotchmen 
fettered with felons to Botany-Bay, do not me- 
ditate and will not attempt to ſeize the firſt 
moment to ſend us after them? Or if we had 
not juſt cauſe to apprehend the ſame inhuman 
treatment; if, inſtead of the moſt imminent 
danger, we were In. perfect 9 from it; 

ä | ſhould 


SEAS 5 


. © of our plunderers, enemies, and oppreſſors. 


% THERE IS NO REDRESS FOR A NA- 


„ and of the adminiſtration of the Government 
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ſhould we not diſdain to enjoy any liberty or 
privilege whatever, in which our honett Iriſh 


and Scotch brethren did not equally and as fully 
participate with us? Their cauſe then and ours 
is the ſame, And it is both our duty and our 
intereſt to ſtand or fall together. The Iriſn Par- 
liament and the Scotch Judg es, actuated by the 
ſame Engliſh influence, EG brought us directly 
to the point. There is no farther ſtep beyond 
that which they have taken. We are at iſſue. 


We muſt now chuſe at once either liberty or 


ſlavery for ourſelves and our poſterity. Will 


you wait till BARRACKS are erected in every 
village, and till /ub/fidized Heſſians and Ha- 


noverians are upon us? 


« You may aſk perhaps, by what means ſhall 


we ſeek redreis? 


« We anſwer, that men in a Alas of civilized 


ſociety are bound to. ſeek redreſs of the griev- 
ances from the laws; as long as any redreis can 
be obtained by the laws. But our common 


Maſter whom we ſerve (whoſe law is a law of 


liberty, and whoſe ſervice is- perfe& freedom) 
has taught us not to expect to gather grapes from 
thorns, nor figs from thiſtles. We. muſt have 
redreſs from our own laws,and not from the laws 


TION CTIRCUMSTANCED AS WE ARE, 
BUT IN A FAIR, FREE, AND FULL 
REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE. 


ce RESOLVED, That during the enſuing Seſ- 
ſion of Parliament, the General Committee of 
this Society do meet daily, for the purpoſe of 


watching the proceedings of the Parliament 
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& of this country. And that upon the firſt intro- 
e duction of any bill or motion inimical to the 
te liberties of the people, ſuch as for LANDING 
FOREIGN TROOPS IN GREAT BRI-. 
&© TAIN or IRELAND, for ſuſpending the 
* HABEAS CORPUS ACT, for proclaiming 
„ MARTIAL LAW, OR FOR PREVENT- 
5% ING THE PEOPLE rrom MEETING IN. 
« SOCIETIES for CONSTITUTIONAL IN- 
« FORMATION, or any OTHER INNOVA- - 
« TION of a ſimilar nature, that on any of theſe - 
be emergencies, the General Committee ſhall iſſue 
« ſummonſes to the Delegates of each Diviſion, 
t and allo to the Secretaries of the different So⸗ 
e cieties affiliated and correſponding with this 
& Society, forthwith to call a GENERAL CON. 
| « VENTION of the PEOPLE, to be held at 
L ſuchplace and in ſuch a manner as ſhall be ſpe- 
. cified in the ſummons, for the purpoſe of taking 

«© ſuch meaſures into their conſideration. 
| « Reſolved, that the preceding Addreſs and 
e Reſolution be ſigned by the CRHrMan,, and 

ce printed and publiſhed. 

1 „ MARTIN, eee 
T. HARDY, Stenkraur.“ 


60 coMMITTEE ROOM, January 23» 1794: 


Sh RESOLVED UNANIMO USLY, 


6 That a hundred thouſand Co ies of the Ad- 
“ dreſs to the People of Great Britain and Ire- 
1 land, voted at the General Meeting, be printed 
* and diſtributed by the Society. 


e Reſoived Uneviments, That the following 
te toaſts, drank at the Anniverſary Dinner of the 
jt Society, be Printed at che end of the Addreſs. 
| "1, FUE 


a 3 
« 1. THE RIGHTS OF MAN; and may 


& Britons never want ſpirit to aſſert them, 
| « II. The Britiſh Convention, lately held at 
Edinburgh; and ſucceſs to the 1 important object 
eit had in view. 
« III, Citizen William Skirvin charged by theſen- 
ce tence of the Court of Juſticiary, with the Honour 
c of being the cauſe of calling that Convention. 
„ IV. The London Correſponding Society, and 
ce other patriotic Societies of Great Britain and 
6c Ireland. 

V. Citizen Maurice Margarot, the calle, 
ce ed Delegate of this Society; and may his manly 
and patriotic conduct be rewarded by the at- 
* tachment of the people. 

« Citizen Gerrald then aroſe, and in a n 
5 ce of inſpiring eloquence, pronounced the juſt 
5 te eulogium of this truly valuable Citizen, ſo em 
ce phatically called by Citizen Aitchinſon (one of 
et the witneſſes on his trial) che SECOND SID- 
ce NEY. He concluded with wiſhing we might 
4 rather die the laſt of Britiſh Freemen, than Jive 
| ©. he firſt of flaves. -. 
* * 4, © YVh, Oven Joh Gerrald, the other Dele- 
| ce gate of this Society, now under proſecution ; 
« and may his concluding ſentiment be engraved 
ff upon every Britiſh heart. 
| « VII, The tranſactions at Toulon. May 
; „ Britons remember them as they ought, and 
8 5 te profit by dear bought experience. 
« VIII. Citizen Hamilton Roan, and the other 
ce true patriots of Ireland; and may the authors 
*« of the Convention- Pill find that they have com- 
* mitted a bull. 
« IX. Citizens Muir, and Palmer—May their 
ſentence be ſpeedily reverſed, and Botany - Bay 
© be peopled with a colony of real criminals. 
© X. Suc- 
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0 X. | Succeſs to the arms jw freedom againſt 
e whomſoever directed; and confuſion to Aa pors | 


with whomſocver allied. 
«© XI. All that is good in every conflitution ; 
and may we never be ſuperſtitious eſough 


to reverence in any that which is good = 
nothing. 


« XII. Citizen Thomas Ra ay his vir- 
tue riſe ſuperior to calumny and wpicion, 
and his name till be dear to Britons. 

% XIII. Lord Loughborough, the Earl of 


Moira, Sir Gilbert Elliot, and the other apol- 
tates from liberty; and may they enjoy the 


profits of their apoſtacy /o long as they live. 


«© XIV. A ſpeedy and honourable peace with 


the brave republic of France. 
ce XV. The ſtarving manufafurers and ze- 
glected peaſantry of Great Britain and Ireland. 


XVI. Citizen John Froſt; and a ſpeedy 


- EC 
cc 


ec 
ce 


; 08; 


reſtoration of that health which he loſt 1 in the 
dungeons of Newgate. 


$* NVII. The virtuous and ſpirited Citizens, 
now in confinement for matters of opinion: 
conduct, that 


And may we ſhew them by our 
they are not forgotten,” 


On this paper it appears unneceſſary to offer any 


comment, ar to do more than call the attention of 


the Houle ta the concluding Reſolution. 


On the 23th of March the Society ſent a letter to 
the Society for Conſtitutianal Information, to which 
the Committee allo. feel it right to call the attention 


and 


of the Houſe, as it led to the particular concert, 

already taken notice of, between the two Societies, 
to the recent meaſures founded thereupon, 
which now remain to be taken notice of. 
a This : 
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This letter, and the Reſolutions of the two Soci- 
eties in conſequence, are ſtated in a printed paper, 
which was likewiſe found in the cuſtody of the 
Secretary of the Society, a copy of which 1s here 

ſubjoined. They are alſo entered in the book of 
the Society for Conſtitutional Information. 


1 .« March 27th, 1794. 

c To the Secretary of the Society for Conſtitu- 

tional Information. | 
"* Coprann, | | 

& I] am directed by the London Correſponding 
« Society to tranſmit the following Reſolutions 
<« to the Society for Conſtitutional Information, 
e and to requeſt the ſentiments of that Society 
e reſpecting the important meaſures which the 
c preſent juncture of affairs ſeems to require. 
cc The London Correſponding Society conceives 
cc that the moment is arrived when a full and 
ce explicit declaration is neceſſary from all the 
« friends of ſregedom— Whether the late illegal 
e and unheard-of proſecutions. and ſentences 
ce ſhall determine us to abandon our cauſe, or 
e ſhall excite us to purſue a radical reform with 

c an ardor proportioned to the magnitude of 
© the object, and with a zeal as diſtinguiſhed on 
-<« our parts as the treachery of others in the ſame 
te glorious cauſe is notorious. The Society for 
«© Conſtitutional Information is therefore required 
cc to determine whether or no they will be ready, 
© when called upon, to act in conjunction with 
this and other Societies to obtain a fair repre- 
ce ſentation of the people: Whether they concur 
with us in ſceing the neceſſity of a ſpeedy 
Convention, for the purpoſe of obtaining, in 
sa conſtitutional and legal method, a redreſs of 
ey es ” _ 


1 4 1] 


« thoſe grievances under which we at preſent 
© labour, and which can only be effectually re- 


cc 


be 


c 


cc 
co 


6e 


cc 


ec 
cc 
cc 
cc 


moved by a full and fair repreſentation of the 
people of Great Britain. The London Cor- 
reſponding Society. cannot but remind their 
friends, that the preſent criſis demands all the 
prudence, unanimity, and vigour, that ever 
was or can be exeried by men or Britons ; nor 
do they doubt but that manly firmneſs and 
conſiſtency will finally, and they believe ſhort- 
ly, terminate in the full accompliſhment of 
all their wiſhes. | 
„IJ am, Fellow Citizen, 
„ (In my humble meaſure) 
« A Friend to the Rights of Man, 
| * T. HARDY, Secretary. 


Reſolved Unanimouſ] y, 


cc 


ee 


i 


ie 


« I, That dear as juſtice and liberty are to 
Britons, yet the value of them is compara- 
tively ſmall without a dependence on their 
permanency; and there can he no lecurity for 
the continuance of any right but in equal 
laws. 
cc II. That equal laws can never be erpectetl 
but by a full and fair repreſentation of the 
people. To obtain which, in the way pointed 
out by the Conſtitution, has been and is the 
ſole object of this Society, For this we are 
ready to hazard every thing, and never, but 
with our lives, will we relinquiſh an ohject 
which involves the happineſs, or even the po- 
litical exiſtence, of ourſelves and poſterity. 
« III. That it is the decided opinion of this 


Society, that to ſecure ourſelves from future 


illegal and ſcandalovs proſecutions, to prevent 
a repetition of wicked and unjuſt mm 
« an 
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ce and to recal thoſe wiſe and wholefome Jaws 


te that have been wreſted' from us, and of which 
« ſcarcely a veſtige remains, there ought to be 
« immediately a Convention of the people, .by 
« delegates deputed- for that purpoſe from the 


ce different Societies of the friends of freedom 
&. aſſembled in the various parts of this nation. 


« And we pledge ourſelves to the public to pur- 


e ſue every legal method ſpeedily to accompliſh 
cc ſo deſirable a purpoſe.' 


cc. It was reſolved by the Society f for Comftitu- 


ce tional Information, That their Secretary ſhould 


ec affure the London Correſponding Society, that 


c object of 
« and happineſs of Society. And that he alſo 


« they heartily approved of their intentions, and 
te would co-0 725 with them in obtaining an 
much importance to the peace 


e requeſt the London Correſponding Society to 


„ ſend a delegation of its members to confer 


e upon the'ſubje&, with an equal number of the 
« Society for Conſtitutional Information. 


8 „ A meeting of the Delegates from the two So- 


ee cieties being held, oy came to the following 


c reſolutions. 


cc 


Reſolved, 


ccc Firſt, That it appears to this Committee 
“ very deſirable; that a Convention or General 


cc „ Meeting of the friends of liberty ſhould be called 


«.for the purpoſe of taking into conſideration the 
« proper methods of obtaining a full and fair 


WM Repreſentation of the People. 


ee Second, That it be rebels ned to the So⸗ 


« .ciety for Conſtitutional! Information, and London 


c Correſponding” Society, to infficure a regular 


x {as . correſpondence with all thoſe parts 


„ of 
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Lt H 
f the country where ſuch meaſures may be 
ee likely to be promoted, not only to inſtigate the 
« Societies already formed, but to endeavour alſo 
_ © to produce ſuch other Aﬀfociations as may fur- 
ther the general object. 
Third, Thar it appears to * nee, 
that the general object would be promoted if a 
be Standing Committee of Co-operation. between 
< the two Societies were eſtabliſhed, for the pur- 
ce poſe of holding perſonal communications with 
© ſuch Members of ſimilar Societies in other parts 
s of the country, as may occaſionally be in Lon- 
don, and who may be authoriſed by their reſpec- 
% wy, rive Societies to act with ſuch eite“ 5 


ess The aboye reſolutions being reported to the 
ce Society for Conſtitutional Informatoin, it was 
t by them reſolved, that the ſame ſhould be en- 
tered on their books as part of the proceedings 
c of the Society; and the Committee of Corre- 
* ſpondence was appointed to co-operate with 
the Committee of the London Correſponding 
5 Society, in conformity with the third reſoiu- 
4 tion.“ | 


It 1 appears, from correſpondence of a re- 
cent date between different Societies in the country 
and the Secretary of the Correſponding Society, 
that ſome time in the courſe of a few weeks paſt, 
Circular Letters had actually been ſent to different 
parts of the kingdom, on the ſubject of aſſembling 
a Convention, and a printed paper to this effect has 
been found in the cuſtody of the Secretary to the 
Society; which is here 5 and which your 
Committee have good reaſon to believe i is a 7 15 
of the n Letter relering to. 
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[The following is a a. of the ſaid prinred Paper. 


« CITIZENS! TU ee Fox 
c The critical moment is arrived, and Britons 
ce muſt either aſſert with zeal and firmneſs their 
ce claims to liberty, or yield without reſiſtance 
. the chains that miniſterial uſurpation 
© is forging for them. Will you co-operate 
© with us in the only peaceable meaſure that now 
de preſents itſelf with any proſpect of ſucceſs? 
"08 We need. not intimate to you that, notwith- 
-< ſtanding the unparalleled audacity of a corrupt 
CC and overbearing Faction, which at preſent tram 

cc ples on the rights and liberties of the people, 
e our meetings cannot in England be interruped 

ee without the previous adoption of a Convention 

Bill: A meaſure it is our duty to anticipate, 
ce that the ties of union may be more firmly drawn, 

« and the ſentiments and views of the different 
cc Societies throughout the nation be compared, 

ce while it is yet in our power, fo as to guide and 
ce direct the future operations of the Friends of 

'- __ «& Freedom. Rouſe then to one exertion more; 
& . c and let us ſhew our conſciouſneſs of this import - 
ce ant truth—“ If we are to be beaten down 

ce with threats, proſecutions, and illegal ſentences, 
ce we are unworthy—we are incapable of liber- 
* ty. We mult, however, beexpeditious. Heſ- 
cc fans and Auſtrians are already among us; and, 11 

« we tamely ſubmit, a cloud of theſe armed 

te Barbarians may ſhortly be poured in upon us. 

e Let us form, then, another Britiſh Convention. 
We have a central ſituation in our view, which 
 « we believe would be moſt convenient for the 
ee whole iſland; but which we forbear to mention, 

tie (entreating your confidence in this particular) 

C till we have the anſwer of the Societies with 

. * which 
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| Bice which we are in r Let us have 
. your anſwer, then, by the 20th, at fartheſt, 
« earlier if poſſible, whether you approve of the 
10 meaſure, and how many Delegates you can 


. ſend, with the number alſo, if pohbley of your 
mw Societies. | 


rs 


„ We remain yours, in civic aca, 
. Ant Lowpon .CorRrrsPONDING SocitTyY. 
OE bs © Haxpy, Secretaty. 


1 8 the management of this bann we have 
TE. appointed a Secret Committee; you will — 
© how far it is neceſſary for you to do the 8 


-Bubſequent to the proceedings now ſtated, there 
was another general meeting of the Correſporid- 
ing Society, held at Chalk Farm; the proceedings 

of which are ſtated in a printed paper likewiſe found 
on the Secretary of the Society, and which your 
| Committee find has been circulated * order of the 
| — BOSS 7 


This paper is Hh inſerted las follows): 


« At a GENERAL MEETING of the Londo n 
(„ Correſponding Society, held on the — . 
« ar Chalk Farm, on Monday the 14th of April 
« 1794, J. LOVETT in me Oh The l- 

| 66 lowing Letters were read. 


10 THE CHAIRMAN OF THE SOCIETY 
OF THE FRIENDS OF THE PEOPLE. 


cc Sin, = 
« ATa criſis ſo important as the preſent, there 
b needs no apology on the part of the London 
& Correſponding Society,” for addreſſing itſelf. ro 
<< all other aſſociated Societies, who have it in view 
Ch the ſame * as . 1; 7 | 
5 0 


A 


as, Do a 


cc 


« xallele 


d 29 J 


ce arguments are not wantin 0 ſhew the 1 1 
tc ance and abſolute neceſſity of a full and fair 


<« repreſentation of the people of Great Britain. 


« They haye inveſtigated the ſubject for them- 


cite in the mind of eyery man well diſpoſed to 
his country, apprehenſions of alarm for the ſe- 


« curity of the few remaining veſliges of liberty, 


de from which, as Britons, we detive conſolation. 
« Deeply impreſſed with conſiderations of this 


dt nature, the London, Correſponding. Society 
5 ee earneſtly ſolicits, at this . time, the \ CONcur — 
c rence. and aſſiſtance of the Society of the Friends 
. of the People, in aſſembling, as ſpeedily as the 


* nature of the buſineſs will admit, a Conven- 
tion of the Friends of Freedom, for the purpaſe 
of obtaining, in a legal and conſtitutional me- 


„ thod, a full and effectual ert rte eur . 


« Our requeſt is not made from the impreſſions 
of the moment, but after the matureſf 
« rations on the val 


t delibe- 
ve and importance of the ob- 


« ject for which we are contending, and of the 
é difficulties we may expect from thaſe. whoſe 
* preſent inceeeſts render them hoſtile to the 


e welfare of t 


” 


eir country. 


« The oppoſition of ſuch, perſons. is no ſmall 


et argument for the goodneſs of our cauſe ;, and 


« their late conduct, when compared with their 


ee former Frofeions, exhibits a depravity, unpa- 
ed, we truſt, on the page of hiſtory. 
« Under the auſpices of apgſtate reformers, we 


have lately beheld ſerious and alarming en- 


ec croachments on the libertieg ↄf the people. 


« We. haye ſeen with indignation and horror 


c« men 


« To the “= Society f the, Friends of the People,” 


ſelves; they have expoſed to the world a ſeries 
of plain and indiſputable fats, which muſt en- 


18 


men /egally and peaceably aſſembled, diſperſed 
by unconſtitutional powers, and their papers 
ſeized. 5 Js 

« We have ſeen ſome of our moſt virtuous 


| brethren, whoſe only crime has been an imita- 


tion of Mr. Pirr, and his aſſociates, ſentenced 
to fourteen 'years tranſportation, without the 
ſanction of law, or even of precedent, of 
which number, one was held up in the Britiſh 
Parliament as convifed and condemned, before 


he was even put upon his trial. 


« The inſidious attempts alſo to introduce 


foreign troops into this country, without the 


conſent of Parliament, and the intended bill to 


embody foreigners into his Majeſty's ſervice, 


are meaſures ſufficiently calculated to awaken 
our fears for the exiſtence even of the name of 
liberty. Nor can we overlook that part of the 
preſent ſyſtem of corruption, which maintains 


out of the public plunder, a train of ſpies, 


more dangerous to ſociety than ſo many aſſaſ- 
ſins, whoſe avowed buſineſs is to deſtroy the 


friends of the country, one by one. 


* Theſe are grievances which demand immedi. 


ate redreſs, and when added to thoſe evils 
which are neceſſarily connected with every 
partial repreſentation of the people, call for 
the ſtrenuous exertions of every lover of his 
country. | 


ec But we are told that the preſent is not the 


time for reform, and that innovation may in- 
troduce diſturbance. Are thoſe perſons to 


judge of the proper time to make a reform, 


who exiſt only by corruption? Are the people 
of Britain to endure every thing without repin- 
ing, without ardently ſeeking a radical reform, 

| 55 | k becauſe 


A 
A 


= - „ 
becauſe diſturbances may happen? Have the 
enemies to reform told us whence theſe diſturb- 


ances are to originate? Has a ſingle overt act 


been committed by the friends to freedom? 
Have not all the riots, all the public diſturb- 


ances, all the ſeditious aſſemblies been excited 


by the enemies to reform? And do they mean 
to tell us that they will ſtill find other inſtru- 


ments for their wicked deſigns; that they have 


Britain, and attempted in others? 


« If ſuch is the determination of thoſe perſons 
hoftile to a fair repreſentation, let them look to 


the conſequences, but let them recollect that it 


has happened, and may happen again, that 
thoſe who kindled the flames have periſhed by 


them: © 


ce The friends to reform are friends to peace, 


their principles can be promoted only by peace... 


able means, they know of no other method of 
obtaining the object they deſire. - But they will 


not be alarmed by the threats of venal apoſtates, 
they will not draw back becauſe they have ſeen 


ſome of their . beſt friends doomed to exile. 
They will purſue the courſe in which they have 


began; and turn neither to the right nor to the 


lofi: nd EEE | | 3. 5s 
ce Convinced as the London Correſponding 


Society is, that as there is no power which 
ought, ſo there is no power which can finally 
withſtand the juſt and ſteady demands of a peo- 
ple reſolved to be free; they will therefore look 


with confidence to the determination, and they 
hope to the co-operation of ibe Society of the 
Friends of the Peiple,” in the attainment of an 
„„ % On nn object 


* 


yet thoſe who will act over again the outrages 
that have been perpetrated in ſome parts of 


3 


1 1 


* object which involves che deareſt intereſts of 
4 ſociety. 


ce Conviticed alſo that their 1 intentions are of 


e the pureſt kind, they will never ſtoop to anſwer 
ec the calumnies of their enemies; but will at all 


« times, and in all circuniſtinces, endeavour, by 


e firmneſs and perſeveranee, to deſerve the coun- 


tc tenance and approbation of the beſt friends of 


* their country, 1h friends of a fair repreſentation 
be People of Great Britam, | 


R am, in 
4 F or the 1 Correſponding Society, 
: $8 THOMAS HARDY, SEC.” 


April 45 17 * 


0 COMMIT TEE ROOMS.” 
£ cc  FRITH-STREET, April 11, 1790. 
cc Sin; 
« YOUR letter of the ach 7" UN addreſſed to 
« Mr. SHERIDAN, Chairman of the FRIENDS 
« OF THE PEOPLE, was laid before that 
«« SOCIETY ar their meeting on Saturday laſt; 
« and they inſtructed their Committee to thank 
« the LONDON CORRESPONDING SOCI- 
« ETY for their communication, and to expreſs 
te the alarm they feel in common with every 
i friend of liberty, at the late extraordinary pro- 
te ceedings of Government, ſo ably detailed, and 
te ſo: juſtly reprobated by your Society. They 
cc aſſure you that all the friends of reform may 
te © look with confidence to the determination and 
« co-operation” of this Society in every peaceable 
985 and conſtitutional meaſure, which ſhall appear 
6* FX 66 to 


8 
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& to chem calculated b promote the object of 
their inſtitution; but they do not think that 
«. which is recommended in your letter, is likely 
* to ſerve. its Profeſſecl purpoſe. They fear i 
e will furniſh the enemies of reform with the 
< means of calumniating its aUvocates, and Io far 
<<. from forwarding the cauſe, will deter many 
ce from countenancing that which they approve. 
For theſe reaſons, the Friends of the People muſt 
ce decline to ſend delegates: to the Convention 
<<. propoſed by the London Correſponding. Soci- 
© etyz At the ſame time, they renew their aſſur- 
< ances of good will, and defire of preferving a 
proper underſtanding and cordiality among all 
the friends of parliamentary reform, notwith- 
ſtanding any difference of opinion that may 
occur asto the beſt method of accompliſhing it. 
e In name, and by en of the Com- 
roy pet? ; 80 mittee, Ki ET 1. 0 
E (Signed) W. BRE TON, Chairman.” 
E375 . Hazov; Secretary to . 
ane n 2 om ncaa 
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| « "The js fallowing RESOLUTIONS were e then To, a 
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e Reſolved Canto „ 5 
* J. THAT wo Society Meebebeld 3 with th nung 
. grasen 5 oportioned to the enormity of 
t the evil, the 070 rapid advances of deſpotiſm in 
. min ; the invaſion - of 5 7 re via ; the 
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« are ſuch as claim our approbation and applauſe. 


c 


“ their Governors, and driving them to an imme- 
diate appeal to that incontrovertible maxim of 


cc 


6c 


ec 
cc 


5 « 


£6 
6 


6c 


cc 
cc 


6c 
cc 
4 
cc 


ce 
cc 


and miniſters, and the corruption of dependent 


6 
arbitrary power, (ſuch as has lately been exer- 
cc 


cc 


cc 


75 


Len! 


“ II. That our abhorrence and deteſtation have 
_t 
nf 
. cc 


Juſticiary in Scotland, where all the doctrines 
and practices of the Star Chamber, in the times 


cc 


e of Charles the Firſt, have been revived and 


been particularly called forth by the late arbi- 
trary and flagitious proceedings of the Court of 


aggravated; and where ſentences have been 
pronounced in open violation of all law and 
juſtice, which muſt ſtrike deep into the heart of 


every man the melancholy conviction that 


BRITONS. ARE NO LONGER: FREE. 


III, That the whole proceedings of the late 


me 


Britiſh Convention of the People at Edinburgh 


& IV. That the conduct of Citizens Ma ROGAROT 
and GERALD in particular, by its ſtrict confor- 
mity with our | wiſhes, and inſtructions, and the 
ability, firmneſs, and diſintereſted patriotiſm 
which it ſo eminently diſplayed, has inſpired an 


enthuſiaſm of zeal and attachment, which no 


time can obliterate, and na perſecution remove; 
and that we. will preſerve their names engraven 
on our hearts till we have an opportunity to re- 
%% og £041 een rr nel | 
« V. That any attempt to violate. thoſe yet re- 

maining laws, which were intended for the ſecu- 
rity of Engliſhmen againſt the tyranny of Courts 


judges, by veſting in ſuch judges a legiſlative or 


ciſed by the Court of Juſticiary in Scotland) . 
ought to be conſidered: as diſſolving entirely the 
ſocial compact between the Engliſh nation and 


eterpal juſtice, - bat {be ſafety of the people is the 


_*© SUPREME, 


— 


. 


760 weren, and, in caſts of nece 22 the ONLY 
© lau. 
VI. That the arming and diſch kings | in this 
country, either with or without the confent of 
« Parliament, any bands of 'emigrants and foreign- 
* ers, driven from their own country for their known 
attachment to an INFAMOUS 'DESPOTISM, is an 
„ outrageous attempt to'overazve and intimidate the 
« free ſpirit of Britons ; -to ſubjugate them to an 
c“ army of nercenary cut. throats, whoſe views and 
e intereſt muſt. of neceſlity- be in direct oppofition 
«to thoſe of the nation; and that 20 pretence 
5 whatever 0UGHT to induee the People to  fitbmit 
& to ſo unconftitmional a meaſure. 
VII. That the unconftitutionalproj e@ofrailng 
© moneyandtroops byforeed benevolenees, ary 
«© benevolences collected upon requiſition Wille 
& King or his miniſters eve in reality be vo- 
„ luntary) and the equally unjuſtifiable meaſure of 
« arming one part of the people againſt the other, 
5 e Charles the Firit to the Sek, and drove 
«James the Second and his poſterity: from the 
„ throne; and that conſequently miniſters, in ad- 
4 yiſing ſuch meaſures, ought to conſider whether 
cc they are not guilty of High Treaſon.” oo 
„ VIII. That this Society have beheld'with'con- 
te ſiderable pleaſure the conſent reſpect which the 
4e Houſe of Lords diſplayed for their on Conſti- 
„ tutional rules and orders on the fourth of the 
« preſent month upon the- motion of Earl Stan- 
„hope, concerning the interference of miniſters 
< in the internal Government of France; and that 
sc it is the firm conviction. of this Society, that 
this circumſtance, when properly detailed, will 
„ have à conſiderable effect in convincing the 
* country at large of On true dignity and —_ 
„„ N 


„ 0 


Q 


=. 
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« of that branch of HIS MAJESTY'S PAR- 


„ LIAMENT. 


IX. That the thanks of this meeting be given 


4 to EARL STANHOPE for his manly and patriotic 


conduct during the preſent ſeſſion of Parliament; 
« a conduct which (unſupported. as it has been in 
« the ſenate, of which as is ſo truly honourable a 
„ Member) has, together with the timely inter- 
66 fexence of certain ſpirited and patriotic Aſſoci- 


* ations, been nevertheleſs already productive of 
_* the ſalutary effect of chaſing the Heſſian and 


„ Hanoverian mercenaries from our coaſts, who, 


< but for theſe exertions, might have been march- 


,V% 


„ ed perhaps ere this into the very heart of the 
Sf „ together wich others of their country- 
4 men, to have peopled the BARRACKS: which 
45 ery-where inſult. the eyes of Britons. 
& X, That it is the firm conviction of this Sock 


« ety. that a ſteady perſeverance in the ſame bold 


and energetic ſentiments which have lately been 


4 avowed hy the Friends of Freedom cannot fail of 


a een with, ultimate triumph the virtuous 

cauſe in which we are engaged, ſince whatever 
„ may, he the intereſted | opinion of hereditary | 
6 ſenators, ar: packed majorities. of pretended xepre» 
« ſcntatives, Truth and Liberty, in an age ſo en- 
« lightened as t te. VN LIN muff be invincible and 
bet in are © Set 7 


we «This Neciety. jr Rare. js ſe 

+ M. MarcarorT, their: Delegate, an AD. 

Tory DRESS to JOSEPH GERALD was. read 
0 Jn end carries ene dont, 


ä re 


37 1 


* To JOSEPH GERALD, à priſoner ft | 
« fenced by the High Court of Fuſticiary f 
Scotland, to Tranſportation * the 
« Seas for FOURTEEN YEARS! 


„ WE behold in you our beloved) and refpetted 
friend and fellow-citizen, a martyr to the glo- 
rious cauſe of equal Repreſentation, and we 
cannot permit you to leave this degraded coun- 
try without expreſſing the infinite obligations the 
people at large, and we in particular, owe to 
you for your very ſpirited exertions in that cauſe 
< upon every occaſion; but upon none more con- 
5 ſpicuouſly than during the ſitring of the Bu1T18H 
« Convention of the PEOPLE at Edinburgh, 
„* and the conſequent proceeding (we will not call 
e jt trial) at the bar of the Court of Juſticiary.. 
We know not which moſt deſerves our admi- 
& ration, the ſplendid talents with which you are 
6: ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed, the exalted virtues. 
* by which they have been directed, the perfever- 
«ance and undaunted firmneſs which you ſo nobly 
„ difplayed in reſiſting the wrongs of your inſulte 
and oppreſſed country, or, your preſent manly 
“* and philoſophical ſuffering under an arbitrary 
and, till of late; unprecedented ſentence -a ſen- 
5 tence,, one of the moſt vindictive and eruel that 
& has been pronounced ſince the days of that moſt 
e infamous and ever-to-be-dete/ted Court of Star 
„Chamber, the enormous tyranny of which * | 
* the firſt Char les his head. 
e To you and to your aſſociates we feel our- 
« ſelves moſt deeply indebted. | For us it is that 
* you are ſuffering the ſentence of tranſportation 
of with felons, the vileſt outcaſts of ſociety ! T7 
de us it is that you are doomed to the inhofpit 
N ſnores of New Holland: where, however, we 


3 7 doubt 


0 
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doubt not you will experience conſiderable al- 
leviation by the remembrance of that vix ruous 
 conDucrT for which it is impoſed on you, and 
by the ſincere regard and eſteem of your fellow- 
citizens. 


„ The equal laws of this country have, for 


A 
A 


ages paſt, been the boaſt of its inhabitants: But 


whither are they now fled? We are animated 
by the ſame ſentiments, are daily repeating the 
ſame words, and committing the ſame actions 
for which youare thus infamouſly ſentenced; and 
we will repeat and commit them until we have 
obtained redreſs; yet we are unpuniſhed ! Ei- 
ther therefore the law is unjuſt towards you in 
inflicting punifoment on the exertions of virtue 

and talents, or it ought not to deprive us of our 

fare in the GLORY of the martyrdom. 


We again, therefore, pledge ourſelves to you 


2nd to our country, never to ceaſe demanding 
our rights. from thoſe who have uſurped them, 
until having obtained an Equal Repreſentation 
of the People, we ſhall be enabled ro hail you 
once more with triumph to your native country. 
We wiſh you health and happineſs; and be 
aſſured we never, never ſhall forget your name, 
your Virtues, nor YOUR GREAT EXAMPLE, 


cc The London Correſponding Society. 


cc JOHN LOVETT, Chairman. 
Beg THOMAS HARDY, mme. 


The mth of April 1794.” 


« It was @ Iſo unanimouſly reſolved, 
ce That the Committee of Correſpondence be 


directted to convey the approbation of this 
Society—I, To Archibald Hamilton Rowan, 


4 worth in the Newgate of the city of 2 far 
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ce 
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for his ſpirited aſſertion of their rights. : | ? 
| 


cheſter, and the people at large, on the event „ 1 


„. VIII. To Sir Joſeph Mawbey, for his manly N | %| | 
conduct at the late ſurreptitious Meeting held 9 9 
at Epſom in Surrey. 


e I was alſo unanimouſly Reſolved, 


Longs] 


for his unſhaken attachment to the people, and 


ce II. To John Philpor Curran, for his admirable. 
and energetic defence of A. H. Rowan, and 

the principles of liberty, as well as for his pa- 1 

triotic conduct in Parliament. 

« III. To the Society of United Irifhrnidhy' —_— 

Dublin, and to exhort them to perſevere in | 

their exertioas to obtain juſtice for the people 

of Ireland, | | 

« IV, To Skirving, Palmer, ad: Muir, ſuf. | 

fering the ſame iniquitous ſencences, and in tige 

ſame cauſe with our Delegates. | 

« V. To John Clark, and Alexander Reid, 

for their ſo readily and diſintereſtedly giving 

bail for our Delegates, inſtigated thereto ſolely 

by their attachment to liberty, uninfluenced by 

any perſonal conſideration. 

« VI. To Adam Gillies, Malcolm Laing, and 

James Gibſon, for their able aſſiſtance given to 

Joſeph Gerald, at the bar of the High Court 

of eee, at Edinburgh. 

« VII. To felicitate Thoains Walker, of Man- 


of his, as well as ſeveral other late trials, and al '1. 
on the developement of the infamy of a dem ; | ' If 
of ſpies and informers. # 


e That 200,000 copies of the [roceedings and 

Reſolutions of this Meeting be printed and 
E oc 

1 © LOVETT, Chairs. 

e T. HARDY. e 


Reſolved, 


.- 


— —— — 


"up nine greg, þ * — 


„Lene, 
ec a: e AL Ego 
« Thar the thanks of this Meeting be given to 
te the Chairman, for his manly and impartial con- 


ce duct this day. 
. HARDY, Secretary.” 


From a review of theſe tranſactions your " 
mittee feel it impoſſible not to conclude, that the 
meaſures which have been ſtated are directed to the 
object of aſſembling a meeting which, under the 


3 of a General Convention, may take upon it- 


ſelf the character of a General Repreſentative of the 
People. However at different periods the term od 


Parliamentary Reform may have been employed, i 


is obvious that the preſent view of theſe 3 
is not intended to be proſecuted by any applica- 
tion to Parliament, but, on the contrary, by an 
open attempt to ſuperſede the Houſe of Commons 
in its repreſentative capacity, and to aſſume to it- 
ſelf all the functions and pavers of a National Le- 


| gilature. ES) 


This hett. as what is really W to be at⸗ 


tained by aſſembling a Convention, appears exprelsly 


and pointediy ſtated, even as carly as the 15th of 
April 1793, in the letter to the United Societies at 
Norwich, already referred to, and the ſame letter ſuf- 


 ficiently explains the policy in conſequence of which, 


ſubſequent to that period, the topic of Parliamentary 


Reform has been ſtill oſtenſibly brought forward in 


ſome of the communications which have been made 
public. As a further illoſtration of this obſervation, 
your Committee think it not immaterial to re- 


mark, that in a letter from Margarot, at Edin- 


burgh, to the Secretary of the Society for Conſtitu- 
tional Information, in December 1793, it is parti- 
cularly recommended ro him not to introduce poli- 

| tics 
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tics in his letter, or at leaſt nothing but what concerns 


Reform. Whatever diſguiſe however may have been 


employed in an earlier period, ſeems in the later 
proceedings to have been wholly relinquiſhed. The 
object is ſtill ſtated to be a fair and equal repreſenta- 


tion of the people; but a General Convention of 


the People, to be choſen by the Delegates of the 


different Societies, is propoſed for the purpoſe of ob- 


taining this end. No mention is made of any ap- 
plication to Parliament, or of any amendment of the 
repreſentation 1 in Parliament. | 


The circular letter, inſerted in a former part of 


this Report, recommends forming another Britiſh 


Convention, to be held in a central ſituation moſt 
convenient for the whole iſland; and ſtates the ap- 
pointment of a Secret Commilere for that Pur- 
D 


The third reſolution paſſed by the Correſponding 
Society on the 27th of March, and communicated 


to the Society for Conſtitutional Information, which 


was the foundation of the ſubſequent joint proceed- 
ings of the two Societies, ſtates the object of the 


Convention to be for the purpoſe ©* of Fes theme 


ſelves from future illegal and ſcandalous proſecuions, 


to prevent a repetition of wicked and unjuſt ſen- 
tences, and recall thoſe wiſe and wholeſome laws 


which have been wreſted from them.” Terms 
which appear to your Committee to- be material, 
not ſo much on account of their general inflammatory. 


tendency, as becauſe they eviden tly point at obtain- 


ing aTedreſs of ſuppoſed grievances, not by applica- 
tion to Parliament, but by acts of authority to be 


exerciſed by themſelves. 
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The- reſolutions afterwards paſſed on * 14h 
of April contain open attacks on all the branches 
of the. Legiſlature, and a direct invitation to the 

ple to reſiſt meaſures then in the contemplation 
of the Legiſlature; and expreſsly ſtating that they 
ought equally to be reſiſted, whether adopted with or 
without the conſent of W | 


When, in addition to theſe conſiderations, the 
Committee reflect on the leading circumſtances which 
they have already ſtated, of the declared approba-- 


tion, at an early period, of the doctrine of the Rights 


of Man, as ſtated in Paine's publications; of the 
Connection and Intercourſe with French Societies, 
and with the National Convention; and, of the ſub- 
ſequent approbation of the French Syſtem; ; and con- 
ſider that theſe are the principles which the promot- 


ers of a Convention evidently make the foundation 


of all their proceedings; they are ſatisfied that the 
deſign now openly profeſſed and acted upon, aims at 
nothing leſs than what is ſtated in his Majeſty” s meſ- 


ſage, and muſt be conſidered as a traiterous conſpi- 


racy for the ſubverſion of the eſtabliſhed: Laws and 
Conſtitution, and the introduction of that ſyſtem of 
anarchy and confuſion which 8 _ . in 


France. 


There ſtill remains two points connected with what 
has been already ſtated, which your Committee have 
not yet had the opportunity of inveſtigating as fully 
ag they wiſh, but which appear too N to be 
wholly palled: over: 


It appears to your Committee, that in ſome of the 
Societies referred to, propoſals have been received, 
and that meaſures have recently been taken, for pro- 

2 | viding 
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viding arms to o be diſtributed among the Members of 
the Societies. 


It alfo appears, Gions fuch information as your 
Committee have hitherto had the opportunity of re- 
ceiving, that ſince the apprehenſion of the perſons in 


whoſe cuſtody the papers were found which have been 


referred to your Committee, there have been ſeveral 
Meetings of the Societies in different parts of the 
metropolis; that the deſigns which were before en- 
tertained have been by no means abandoned; and 


that on the contrary there have been ſome indications 


of a diſpoſition to concert means for forcibly reſiſting 
ſuch meaſures as may be taken for defeating their ac- 


compliſhment, or for bringing the authors and abet - 


tors of them to Juſtice, 


END OF THE FIRST REPORT» 


